HOW THIS IS FOR US

This is a summary of a more in-depth story. If you wish to understand more of our story you can
read the detailed document [here].

Where we are now

Our community has been given notice to vacate Brithdir Mawr by 31st December 2024. We have
been expecting the sale to the proposed buyer to finalise any time since April 2023 but it has still
not happened.

Right at the core of who we are is openness and honesty. We do not feel listened to. We are
choosing to speak out publicly about how we feel.

We believe that Brithdir Mawr Housing Co-op (the BMHC) is without question a force for good in
the World. There is still a chance for us to all come together to truly resolve this thing for the
highest good of all.

We want to reiterate: we believe that everyone involved in the process of the changing ownership
of Brithdir Mawr - the Orbachs, the buyer, the BMHC and others, is trying their hardest to do the
right thing.

WHY WHAT IS HAPPENING IS NOT OK FOR US

This situation feels at times incredibly painful to us. We have a deep sense of injustice, at both
the wider societal and political levels, and also at a personal level.

What is here already is too important to be cast aside. The envisaged way forward is missing an
opportunity for three communities: Fachongle, Tir Ysbrydol and Brithdir Mawr, to live
harmoniously alongside each other, and support each other through practical, emotional and
physical means.

It has been suggested that we should just pick ourselves up and move elsewhere, buy a different
piece of land, somewhere where we won'’t be in the way. But the incredibly complex living
organism that is our community will not transplant, any more than an oak tree could.

This is our home

For twenty-five years, the changing but constant community at Brithdir Mawr has grown and
thrived. Twenty-five years of unbroken non-hierarchical decision-making. Through thick and thin.
Building a sustainable living, supporting each other and our neighbouring communities. We’ve
also opened up our way of life to others, offering educational opportunities to a wide range of
groups and individuals.

We have all chosen to be in this place where we pour ourselves, body and soul into trying our
utmost to discover a way of life that will be a force for deep, positive change in the World. We
have buried our dead on these lands. Birthed our children on these lands. We have each spent
thirteen months or more in the initiation of our Joining Process.

We are family. We are complex. We care so, so much about and for this place and this
community. Our love is as rich and vibrant as the soil in which we grow our food. Sometimes we



argue. It is OK. We learn about each other by discovering where our boundaries are. We become
ever closer.

This is our home. It is where our heart is.
Promises were made

We are deeply grateful for Julian’s many years of service as a hands-off landlord - a landlord
charging us affordable rates of rent, as opposed to those which he could have within the
dominating market system. We recognise that for many years, a very considerable sum of
Julian’s money has been tied up in Brithdir Mawr.

A promise was made by Julian that we would have until the end of 2025 to raise the money
(which we now have) to buy the land, reaffirming his desire that the land be bought by the
community.

It was made publicly on television and later in writing. We absolutely trusted in this promise.

To reiterate: We understand there are reasons for the breakdown of this promise. And that there
have been misgivings and a lack of communication with both communities and individuals. Our
aim as always is to resolve this collectively, and come to a resolution that will benefit everyone
involved.

An opportunity for healing

Nestling against each other, are three distinctive and very special communities: Fachongle, Tir
Ysbrydol and Brithdir Mawr. This is a unique and beautiful emergence.

Whilst these three communities are very different in how they express themselves in the World,
they all share something mysterious in common at the deepest level, and each has a vital role to
play in supporting the other two.

In our diversity we are resilient. No one way of being is more important than the others. What
is happening here is healing for the entire World: this is a belief that is regularly expressed at all
three of these places. It is not a mistake that Brithdir Mawr Housing Co-operative exists on these
lands.

We believe that entities like BMHC are more needed now than ever before. We do not believe it
would be possible for this community to simply pick itself up and move elsewhere. We are
absolutely rooted in place.

There is still a chance. A chance for us to all come together to truly resolve this thing for the
highest good of all. It feels a long way off at the moment, but stranger things have happened.

With love and trust,

The Brithdir Mawr Housing Co-operative



